HOMELESSNESS
Facts About the Problem
Imagine you are a 33-year old divorced woman with two children. Your home has been foreclosed on but you are “squatting” in your abandoned house each night while living out of your car during the day.  With your job as a waitress working 30 hours a week and making $3 an hour plus tips, you are trying to save enough money to get an apartment.  You pay $60 a month to keep your furniture and belongings in storage.

Considering the scope of the problem, your options are limited…

Homelessness has increased by 60% over the last 5 years in Volusia County.

Of the few shelters for families there is often a waiting list that can be months long.

There were 2,016 homeless students in the Volusia County School District in 2011.

There are at least 2,500 adults and families homeless in Volusia County in now

The cost of a chronically homeless individual living on the street on public systems like the hospital and jail is five times greater than a chronically homeless individual in permanent supportive housing.  In fact, Halifax Hospital spent 40.9 million in charity services last year.  

40% of the homeless population does not qualify for housing solutions transitional or permanent.

Housing solutions such as transitional and permanent housing require a person to have an income.

40% of the homeless in Volusia County are not mentally ill or addicted to drugs/alcohol.  For that 40% there are only 10 shelter beds and virtually no supportive services to transition people back into society. 

Daytona Beach with 65% and Deland with 24% of the homeless living in these two cities have largest concentration of homeless. Service outside of DeLand and Daytona are very limited and so is public transportation.

The “explosion” in homelessness has a major financial impact on publicly funded services, including emergency rooms and hospitals, law enforcement, the court system, county jail, and our public schools.  Our elected officials, business community, and social service providers all recognize the scope of the problem and they have worked together to come up with a 10-year plan to end homelessness. Despite those conversations, the problem is continuing to grow and money to implement the plan is scarce. 
Research on a Best Practice
FAITH has been researching a model that can bring the community together and provide funding for successful and innovative programs that bring the 10 year plan to life. 

The Miami-Dade model, called a Homeless Trust, has a dedicated funding source that is sustainable.   This attracts additional money from state and federal initiatives.  For every dollar that Trust takes in locally, Miami-Dade County has received $5 from HUD (the U.S. Housing and Urban Development). It increases accountability among service providers.  It encourages innovative, flexible and practical programs that have proven to work.  It can enable a county to decentralize services and empower municipalities to take charge.  All of the funding supports Miami-Dade County’s existing 10-year plan to end homelessness which is similar to the Volusia plan that focuses on the coordinated system of care that includes all three phases of housing (emergency, transitional and permanent) along with an array of supportive services.

The Trust is funded by a luxury tax (also called a “local option food and beverage tax”) as stated in Florida Statue Title XIV- 212.  Customers of businesses that gross over $400,000 a year and sell alcohol will pay a 1% tax on their bill that will go directly to this trust for the use of programs that prevent homelessness and move people out of homelessness.

What We Want

We Want the Volusia County Council to pass an ordinance that will implement a dedicated funding source and establish a trust fund for homelessness and domestic abuse as outlined in the Florida Statue Title XIV- 212.

